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TROTTING IN MOUNT GAMBIER 
 

 

 

E. Buck’s Maori Mill winning the Benara Handicap Trot in front of S.J. 
Shepherd’s Boomayace at the 1939 Moorak show. 
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Mount Gambier Trotting Club 2010 

Although over the last decade or so where several of the country trotting 
clubs have folded or amalgamated and others severely reducing the number 
of their annual meets Mount Gambier has remained a strong club/venue in 
the sport in South Australia. 

Fans of the sport were treated with an extra long 2009/2010 season. After 
the regular summer fixtures several meetings were added which were 
broadcast live around the world by Sky Racing. The increase in local racing 
being broadcasted can only be a seen as a positive move ensuring that local 
trotting enthusiasts will be treated to many more great racing seasons. 

Track Details 

Distance – 804.80 metres 

Direction – Anti-Clockwise 

Fields – Mobile – 10 
               Stand – 12 

Track Records 

Distance Horse Date Mile Rate 

1790m (MS) Master of Disguise 22nd January 2010 1:57.1 

1790m (SS) Legendary Status 14th March 2009 2:05.6 

2190m (MS) Mighty Good Fella 
(NZ) 

26th January 2002 1:59.0 

2190m (SS) Open Land 29th November 2008 2:00.8 
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The Beginning 

Trotting can be dated in  
Mount Gambier all the way 
back to at least May of 1866.  
During a race day held in a  
paddock opposite the  
court house a trotting race 
 was held amongst 3 flat races and a hurdle race. The stewards for the 
race were James Cameron Esq and Alex McArthur Esq. The starter for 
the day was Mr. D. O’Brien with Mr. A. Fartch acting as the clerk of the 
course. 

The days trotting race was for all untrained horses and was over the 
distance of 3 miles with no horse carrying less than 11 stone. Entrance 
to the race came at the cost of £1 1s. One of the rules imposed on this 
race was if a horse was to break the rider was to pull up within 50 
yards and turn around once round, otherwise a disqualification would 
be handed out. 

Interest in this race was high due to “the novelty” as well as the fact 
that several well known local horses were to contest each other. The 
horses contesting in this race were Nancy, Prince, Miss Cameron, 
Black Bess and Will O’ The Wisp. From the start of the race it seemed 
certain the winning horse would come between Nancy and Prince. 
Prince hit the lead early but was soon joined by Nancy. The two horses 
ran head to head for the majority of the race with Nancy crossing the 
line just ahead of Prince. Miss Cameron crossed the line in third place 
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Miss Australia at the Mount Gambier Trots 

The 1962/63 season was a big time for the club with the introduction of the 
judging box and broadcasting room as well as the attendance of a very 
special guest. Tricia Reschke, Miss Australia for 1962 and Coonawarra 
resident was in Mount Gambier attending a fashion show on Thursday 7th 
March 1963 for her first official engagement after her world tour. Two days 
later on the 9th of March she attended the Mount Gambier Trotting Meeting 
as a special guest. Not only did Miss Reschke attend the evening’s races, she 
ensured an almost record crowd. 

 

 

 

Tricia Reschke was also honoured during the night with race 5, Miss 
Australia Free for All named in her honour. Miss Reschke presented the 
connections of the winning trotter for this race, Allow Me with the F.F.A. 
trophy. 
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the Terang Trotting Club during the night for pioneering track lighting in 
Australia.  

The gate takings for this first meeting under lights came to a total of £582, a 
record at the time. The Mount Gambier Trotting club very kindly donated 
half of the takings to the Murray River flood appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

That nigh Dunrobin Girl became the first horse to win a race in 
Mount Gambier under lights when she won the Licensed Victuallers 

Handicap. 
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with Black Bess and Will O’ The Wisp both bringing up the rear of the 
field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Perhaps the most unusual trotting race in the history of Mount 
Gambier occurred on Tuesday the 30th of July 1872. Two local Mount 
Gambier men and their animals, one a horse and the other a mare 
gathered at the Mount Gambier Telegraph Office at 9:15am with 
many of the town’s population gathered as spectators. The race was 
to be run to Port MacDonnell and back. 

The horses trotted into Port MacDonnell side by side at 10:45am and 
after a few minutes rest began their last leg of their race back into 
Mount Gambier. Shortly after the race back to Mount Gambier begun 
the mare took a strong lead. The driver of the horse, sensing that the 
competing mare was travelling a lot better than his own ride did not 
push him after the first few miles on the race back into town. 

As a result of this the mare arrived back unchallenged into town at 
12:45pm with the round trip taking 3 hours and 30 minutes. The horse 
arriving 9 minutes later. It was reported that the horses were returned 
back to their stables without the least sign of distress.  

 

Mount Gambier Telegraph Station – Starting Point of the 1872 race to Port 
MacDonnell 
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Racing Under Lights 

On the night of Saturday the 7th of December 1956 the large crowd in 
attendance at the days trotting meet gasped in amazement as Mayor S. C. 
Davis threw the switch for the 148 track lights and an additional 89 lights 
throughout the grounds. The track lights highlighted the limestone track in a 
way few had seen. This was to be the very first night meet in the history of 
the Mount Gambier Trotting Club. 

 

 

 

The City Mayor, C.S. Davis congratulated the courage and the optimism of 
the Mount Gambier Trotting Club for embarking on such a huge undertaking. 
The total cost for the lighting coming at the expense of £6,000 was quite a 
large investment for the club. Night trotting in Mount Gambier was a long 
time coming for local fans with track lighting discussed as early as with the 
Mount Gambier Trotting club of 1936. 

Among the attendances during the short ceremony included the President of 
the Mount Gambier Trotting Club Mr. W. E. Pyne (former Mayor of Mount 
Gambier), Secretary of the South Australian Trotting League Mr. G. J. 
Pridham, The President of the Naracoorte Club Mr. L. Oaklands and the 
President of the Terang Trotting Club Mr. J. B. Farrell. Tribute was made to 
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did not change then the Trotting Club would have to “get out” and find 
another venue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Gambier Trotting Track 1958 
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Early Mount Gambier Trotting Clubs 

The very first trotting club recorded in Mount Gambier was the Mount 
Gambier Trotting and Racing Club who held their first meet on the 9th 
of September 1914 where 3 trotting races were held amongst 3 flat 
races. The elected president for this first club was local well known 
identity Mr. Arthur Rook. This club however was short lived and was 
discontinued some time after. 

 

 

 

In 1923 another attempt was made with the creation of the Mount 
Gambier Trotting Club. This club held their first meeting at the East 
End Park on Wednesday the 26th of March 1924. This club was also 
short lived and was discontinued. 

The first club local trotting club to register with The South Australian 
Trotting League was the Mount Gambier Trotting Club established in 
August of 1936. Before a meet was run by this club a venue had to be 

Local identity and 1914 trotting 
club president Mr. Arthur Rook 
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decided upon. Although the A & H Society were involved in early talks 
in the possibilities of running meets at the showgrounds (now the 
location of Olympic Park) Vansittart Park was initially looking the most 
likely venue. At this time football was at a low ebb with low ticket 
sales and trotting was seen as a possible revenue making venture. 

During a town council meeting on Thursday the 3rd of September 1936 
the possibility of trotting meets at Vansittart Park was discussed. It 
was discussed that for trotting to be a successful venture in Mount 
Gambier betting facilities were an essential aspect. The question 
raised at this meeting was whether or not betting should be allowed 
on public land. Required changes to the park were also discussed such 
as levelling portions of the park to accommodate a trotting track.  

A further city council meeting on the 10th September 1936 a vote was 
held in regards to allowing trotting meets at Vansittart Park provided 
that the scheme presented by the trotting club was acceptable. Of the 
six members of council present Cr. Harbison was the only one who 
objected. The thoughts of Cr. Harbison were that the member of the 
community who donated the land would not have envisioned the land 
being used in such a way and that the venture was not the wish of the 
majority of the community. It was decided by council that if trotting 
was to go ahead on Vansittart Park the appropriate buildings/facilities 
would also have to erected regardless of how ‘distasteful’ to some. 
The council at this stage however, that although they were very much 
open to the possibility of trotting meets being held at Vansittart Park 
they were in no way committed to this at this stage.  
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Cliff’s Brother owned by Mr. W. J. Mawson of Benara had the honour to be 
the first winner at the new track. Cliff’s Brother strode home in front of 
Mandate winning the first race by 20 yards. 

The day was not without incident with an accident occurring during the third 
race of the afternoon. Mr. J.W. Turnbull riding his horse Dixie Design tried to 
force a passage between the running rail and another horse, Meredith. 
While trying to overtake the lead horse Dixie Design put her foot into 
Meredith’s Wheel and fell over with her rider Mr. Turnbull. Running close 
behind a horse by the name of Admirer’s Son narrowly avoided a collision 
but almost fell in doing so unseating his rider, Mr E. Buck who injured his leg.  
A fourth horse, Royal Assure then stumbled over Mr. Turnbull as he lay on 
the track. As if this wasn’t enough one of the back runners, Itasca then 
collided with Mr. Turnbull and his horse. Mr. Turnbull reportedly spent 
several weeks in hospital with a severely injured knee. Dixie Design, 
Admirer’s Son, Royale Assure and Itasca were all injured sufficiently to be 
withdrawn from any further races during the afternoon. 

The winning horses for the first meet were Cliff’s Brother, Maori Spring, Red 
Louis, Mandate and Modern Miss becoming the first horse to win a double 
when she won both the third and fifth races of the day. 

Although trotting was quite successful at the new venue from the beginning 
the relationship between the Trotting Club and the A & H Society was 
strained early on. It was reported in The Border Watch on the 21st November 
1953 that there was an issue between the president of the A & H Society, Mr 
H.A. Kuhl and an unnamed trotting member. The issue was that sheep were 
kept on the centre of the track to graze the grass and trotting members were 
leaving the gate open and allowing the sheep out. On this particular occasion 
Mr. Kuhl was placing the sheep back when he was abused by an unnamed 
man training his horses. Members of the A & H Society stated that if things 
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This club ran its first meet at the showgrounds of the time (now Olympic 
Park) on Saturday the 28th of February 1948. Among the horses racing at this 
inaugural meet was one of the winners of the first meet of the previous 
trotting club in 1937, Bobbie Design. Four races were ran during this first 
meet where Our Image, Maori Spring, Meredith and King Loius were the 

winning horses. 

During 1948 work was 
undertaken on the track at the 
new showgrounds in preparation 
for the first season of racing at 
the new venue. Although the 
track was completed in this year 
it waited until Saturday the 15th 
of January where a working bee 

was held to complete construction on both the totalisator building and the 
secretary’s office. Erection of the running rail was also completed during this 
working bee. This working bee must have been a hive of activity with the 
first meet ran at the new showground venue the following week. 

The first meet at the new venue on the Saturday afternoon of the 22nd of 
January 1949 created a large amount of interest not only locally but state 
wide with several Adelaide horses making the trip to Mount Gambier to race 
at the newly constructed track. 

Almost 3000 people crammed into the venue for the first meet with a total 
gate taking of £330. The track was officially opened by the Mayor Mr. W. E. 
Pyne. Mayor Pyne mentioned in his speech that it was the hope of the club 
to have one of the best tracks in the state if not the Commonwealth. 
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However, on the 6th of November 1936 the Mount Gambier Trotting 
Club held a meeting to discuss the venue for its meetings. It was 
decided that after discussions with City Council that Vansittart Park 
was not a suitable venue. Concerns from some members of the public 
in regards to having on-track betting on a public park would have also 
most likely have been a contributing factor in this. During this meeting 
it was decided that a previous offer by the A & H Society to run the 
clubs meets at the Mount Gambier Showgrounds be accepted. 

During December of 1936 the A & H Society had several meetings and 
discussions regarding the show ring and changes required for future 
events including the trot meets held on the grounds. It was suggested 
the show ring should be of standard dimensions such as those in the 
cities and regional areas such Warrnambool, Hamilton, Port Pirie and 
Kadina. 

It was eventually decided on the 18th of December 1936 to make 
changes to the show ring including ensuring the ring is oval in shape 
and the sides of the track are flattened. 

 

Mount Gambier Show 1936 – Same venue as the first 
registered trotting meet in Mount Gambier in February 

1937. 
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The first meet by the club and the first registered trotting meet in 
Mount Gambier was held on the afternoon of Friday the 26th of 
January 1937. It was reported that a “good crowd” witnessed the first 
race day comprising of 4 races. Although the fields were small the club 
found it satisfactory for the first meet. The horses were mostly from 
the South East area however J. W. Turnbull made the trip from 
Mildura with his pacer, Bobbie Design. The stand-out horse for the 
meet was A. A. Riddle’s Lucky Argot who won both races 1 and 3. The 
other winners for the day were J. E. Stephen’s Bronze Lee and J. W. 
Turnbull’s Bobbie Design.  

This club was however short lived with the South Australian Trotting 
League deregistering the club in April of 1938. The club made an 
appeal against the decision but this was unsuccessful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Article from the Argus newspaper in Melbourne on the 
16th of April 1938 explaining the Mount Gambier Trotting 

Club’s deregistration. 
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Current Mount Gambier Trotting Club 

On the evening of Friday the 14th of March 1947 a meeting of local trotting 
enthusiasts was held. A unanimous decision was made to form a trotting 
club with the aim of gaining at least 200 members. A decision was also made 
to approach the A & H Society in hopes of gaining a track / venue on the 
newly acquired Blume’s Estate Showground (current showgrounds). It was 
thought that a “splendid” track could be constructed from crushed 
limestone at the new showgrounds. Mr. A. S. Dayman was appointed as 
president with S.J. Shepherd, J. Turnbull, C.A. McFarlane and A.G. Praetz 
serving as the executive committee and J.H. Heaver serving as treasurer and 

secretary.  

Interest in this club was high from the start 
with local people becoming members shortly 
after the formation of the club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interest in trotting in the Mount Gambier 
area was high enough for a local cycle 
shop, Roberts’ Cycle Store to supply 
trotting equipment as shown in this 
advertisement from The Border Watch. 


